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Tobacco is an exotic plant, the introduction of which has been a success. Travancore imports annually about 13,000 candies of chewing tobacco the value of which is about Rs. 40 lakhs. . It is the intention of the Department to replace this import by local production for which the successful results so far obtained are promising.
A later development which has had its beneficent reaction on Travancore is the association of Travancore with the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research under the Government of India* Since then Travancore has become a unit of the Imperial organisation.
In the matter of  Agricultural Education a new policy was pursued from the one which was carried out some years earlier.   The  idea which gained support  from  competent quarters was that an  Agricultural  bias should be  given to-general Vernacular education.  Following this line of thought, the Government sanctioned   the establishment of new Agricultural   Schools  in 1926.    Admission to these  schools was open  only  to the  sons or close relations of  the cultivating classes, the object being to create in the pupils a desire to go back to land and resume the occupation of farming to which a disinclination seems to have come about among  the  rising generation.    Applicants for admission were  clearly told that they should not  expect a  Government  job soon after  they secure a pass at the end of their course of instruction and that their business should be to go to  the plough  and thus  be producers of food and not consumers.    Two such Agricultural Schools were opened  and the medium of instruction is Mala-yalam.   The   successful    students were  found   occupation connected with    land.    The    Government  ear-marked 300 acres for creating a colony of these  students.    A holding  of 10 acres was  assigned to each student.    He  was asked to cultivate his 10-acre block on the lines approved by the Department and was also given a loan of Rs. 500 each.   In this *way  24 youths  have   become   colonists   till  now*    They
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